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participant in that product area is 
agreeable to such representation; and 

(3) Agree to service any participant 
in this program in the agent’s cog-
nizant product area whether or not 
such participant is a member of the or-
ganization or body which that agent 
represents. 

(b) The Secretary may require a per-
son seeking designated agent status to 
supply further information before 
granting such status to that person. 
The Secretary will notify each person 
seeking designated agent status, in 
writing, as expeditiously as possible 
after evaluating such person’s applica-
tion. 

(c) Each person granted designated 
agent status shall: 

(1) Provide the Secretary with a list 
of the participants that the designated 
agent services under the program. The 
Secretary shall also be provided an up-
dated list as soon thereafter as may be 
practicable whenever there are any 
changes in the list; 

(2) Collect fees and charges from the 
participants serviced under this pro-
gram, consolidate such sums, and 
transmit those fees and charges re-
quired under § 16.6 to the Secreatry; 

(3) Distribute Department of Com-
merce Marks developed under § 16.10 or 
instructions for the printing of such 
Marks to the participants that the des-
ignated agent services under this pro-
gram; 

(4) Gather and consolidate such sta-
tistical information as may be required 
by the Secretary from individual par-
ticipants serviced; 

(5) Provide the Secretary with re-
ports, including the consolidate statis-
tical information referred to in para-
graph (c)(4) of this section, as may be 
called for by her, relative to the activi-
ties of the participants the designated 
agent is servicing; and 

(6) Perform any additional tasks mu-
tually agreed upon by the designated 
agent and the Secretary. 

(d) If a person seeking designated 
agent status is notified by the Sec-
retary that she proposes to deny that 
person such status, that person shall 
have thirty (30) days from the date of 
receipt of such notification to request 
a hearing under the provisions of 5 
U.S.C. 556. The Secretary’s proposed 

denial shall become final through the 
issuance of a written decision to such 
person in the event that he does not 
appeal such notification by the end of 
that thirty (30) day period. If, however, 
such person requests a hearing within 
that thirty (30) day period, the Sec-
retary proposed denial shall be stayed 
pending the outcome of the hearing 
held pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 556. 

(e) If the Secretary finds that a des-
ignated agent has violated the terms of 
paragraph (c) of this section, she may, 
after consultations with such des-
ignated agent, notify such person that 
she proposes to revoke his status as a 
designated agent. 

(f) Upon receipt of a notice from the 
Secretary of the proposed revocation, 
which notice shall set forth the reasons 
for such proposed revocation, the des-
ignated agent shall have thirty (30) 
days from the date of receipt of such 
notification to request a hearing under 
the provisions of U.S.C. 556. The Sec-
retary’s proposed revocation shall be-
come final through the issuance of a 
written decision to the designated 
agent in the event such designated 
agent does not appeal the proposed rev-
ocation within that thirty (30) day pe-
riod. If, however, the designated agent 
requires a hearing within that thirty 
(30) day period, the Secretary’s pro-
posed revocation shall be stayed pend-
ing the outcome of the hearing held 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 556.

§ 16.10 The Department of Commerce 
Mark. 

The Department of Commerce shall 
develop a Mark which shall be reg-
istered in the U.S. Patent and Trade-
mark Office under 15 U.S.C. 1054 for use 
on each Label described in a Specifica-
tion.

§ 16.11 Amendment or revision of a 
performance information labeling 
specification. 

The Secretary may by order amend 
or revise any Specification published 
under § 16.5. The procedure applicable 
to the establishment of a Specification 
under § 16.5 shall be followed in amend-
ing or revising such Specification. 
Such amendment or revision shall not 
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apply to consumer products manufac-
tured prior to the effective date of the 
amendment or revision.

§ 16.12 Consumer education. 
The Secretary, in close cooperation 

and coordination with interested Gov-
ernment agencies, appropriate trade 
associations and industry members, 
consumer organizations, and other in-
terested persons shall carry out a pro-
gram to educate consumers relative to 
the significance of the labeling pro-
gram. Some elements of this program 
shall also be directed toward informing 
retailers and other interested groups 
about the program.

§ 16.13 Coordination with State and 
local programs. 

The Secretary will establish and 
maintain an active program of commu-
nication with appropriate State and 
local government offices and agencies 
and will furnish and make available in-
formation and assistance that will pro-
mote uniformity in State and local 
programs for the labeling of perform-
ance characteristics of consumer prod-
ucts.

§ 16.14 Annual report. 
The Secretary will prepare an annual 

report of activities under the program, 
including an evaluation of the program 
and a list of participants, designated 
agents, and types of consumer products 
covered.

PART 17—LICENSING OF GOVERN-
MENT-OWNED INVENTIONS IN 
THE CUSTODY OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF COMMERCE

Subpart A—Licensing of Rights in Domestic 
Patents and Patent Applications

Sec.
17.1 Licensing rules.

Subpart B—Licensing of Rights in Foreign 
Patents and Patent Applications [Re-
served]

Subpart C—Appeal Procedures for Licens-
ing Department of Commerce Patents

17.21 Purpose. 
17.22 Definitions. 
17.23 Authority to grant licenses. 

17.24 Persons who may appeal. 
17.25 Procedures. 
17.26 Adjudicatory.

AUTHORITY: Sec. 205(c), 63 Stat. 390 (40 
U.S.C. 486(c)).

EDITORIAL NOTE: 41 CFR Part 101–4 referred 
to in this part was removed at 50 FR 28402, 
July 12, 1985.

Subpart A—Licensing of Rights in 
Domestic Patents and Patent 
Applications

§ 17.1 Licensing rules. 

(a) The Government-wide rules for 
the licensing of rights in domestic pat-
ents and patent applications vested in 
the United States of America, found at 
41 CFR 101–4.1, are applicable to all 
such licensing activities of the Depart-
ment of Commerce, subject to the fol-
lowing minor clarifications: 

(1) The term ‘‘Government agency’’ 
as defined at 41 CFR 101–4.102(c) means 
the United States Department of Com-
merce or a designated operating unit 
within the Department. 

(2) The term ‘‘The head of the Gov-
ernment agency’’, as defined at 41 CFR 
101–4.102(d), means the Secretary of 
Commerce or a designee. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[42 FR 54415, Oct. 6, 1977]

Subpart B—Licensing of Rights in 
Foreign Patents and Patent 
Applications [Reserved]

Subpart C—Appeal Procedures for 
Licensing Department of 
Commerce Patents

SOURCE: 49 FR 7986, Mar. 5, 1984, unless oth-
erwise noted.

§ 17.21 Purpose. 

This subpart describes the terms, 
conditions and procedures under which 
a party may appeal from a decision of 
the Director of the National Technical 
Information Service concerning the 
grant, denial, interpretation, modifica-
tion or termination of a license of any 
patent in the custody of the Depart-
ment of Commerce.
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